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O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L  S Y S T E M  

 

In the first instance, there is Law No. 9222 on Donation and 

Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues, through 

which the scope of application and protection of donors 

and recipients is defined; organ and tissue procurement; 

institutions and health establishments with organ and 

tissue donation and transplantation processes; organ and 

tissue transplantation; the organizational structure; as well 

as education and publicity regarding organ and tissue 

donation and transplantation; the penalties for non-

compliance with the law; the final provisions; and the 

regulation of the law. 

 

It is established that the use of human organs or tissues 

must respect the fundamental rights of the person, ethical 

principles, justice, respect and beneficence, in 

accordance with the guiding principles established in the 

World Health Organization and the Pan American 

Organization of health. 

 

The National Council for Donation and Transplantation of 

Organs and Tissues, it is attached to the Ministry of Health, 

as advisor on Donation and Transplantation, of this 

institution. Law 9222, also defines the creation of the 

Technical Executive Secretariat for Donation and 

Transplantation of Organs and Tissues, of the National 

Council for Donation and Transplantation of Organs and 

Tissues, in the Ministry of Health to whom the important 

functions of, Establish and maintain an updated national 

registry of organ and tissue donation and transplantation 

processes, according to what is established by the 

regulatory norms issued by the Ministry of Health. The 

component with the names of the people involved will be 

confidential and with restricted access and oversee the 

proper functioning and transparency of the human organ 

and tissue donation and transplantation process among 

other functions. 

 

Law 9222, establishes that all health establishments that 

carry out organ and tissue donation and transplantation 

processes must have hospital teams made up of qualified 

human resources and appoint a donation coordinator 

and transplantation of said equipment. Institutions that 

have more than one establishment where donation and 

transplantation are carried out must designate an 

institutional coordination. 

 

The Costa Rican Social Security Fund is the public 
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L E G I S L A T I O N  

 

Costa Rica has specific legislation for the 

procurement and transplantation of organs. 

Health institutions and hospitals must be 

officially licensed for recovery and 

transplantation. Certification of death is 

required by law, in relation to irreversible 

cessation of brain / brainstem function and 

irreversible cessation of cardiorespiratory 

functions. Obtaining organs and tissues from 

deceased donors for therapeutic purposes 

may be carried out as long as the deceased 

person, from whom it is intended to extract 

organs and tissues, has expressed their 

consent while alive. 

 

Living donation not related to special 

prerequisites is allowed. The prerequisites for 

living organ donation are the approval of the 

bioethics committee, interdisciplinary analysis 

that verify that the donor's socioeconomic 

and environmental conditions are suitable 

for their recovery, as well as if any kind of 

gratification, remuneration, gift is suspected 

in cash or in kind, social, psychological or 

any other type of condition and the written 
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institution in charge of social security in Costa Rica, which 

is why it is the largest provider of health services in the 

country, this institution has 9 health facilities authorized to 

carry out donation and transplantation processes organ 

and tissue. 

 

 

 

consent of the donor. 

 

The actual expenses of the living donation 

are covered so that the donor is not 

responsible for them. 

 

There are no supplemental incentives for 

living donors, and giving or receiving 

payments for organs and trafficking is 

prohibited. Furthermore, traceability is a 

requirement and the import and export of 

fabrics are controlled by law. 
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